October 21, 2025

Ms. Camille Otto
Division Administrator
FHWA – Delaware Division
1201 College Park Road, Suite 102
Dover, Delaware 19904 

Dear Ms. Otto:

The attached information supports the Department’s environmental determination for the following project.
		
[bookmark: Project_Title]		Project Title  Project Title
[bookmark: project_number_2][bookmark: project_number][bookmark: FAP_project_number_2][bookmark: FAP_project_number]Contract No. State Project No. 	FAP No. Federal Project No.

This project will be administered under the FHWA Stewardship and Oversight Agreement. Your approval in this determination is requested as per 23 CFR Part 771. This project has been processed and approved in accordance with the DelDOT/FHWA Programmatic Agreement regarding the processing of certain Categorical Exclusion Actions. This project meets the criteria for a Categorical Exclusion pursuant to 23 CFR 771.117 and will not result in significant impacts to the human or natural environment. Please provide a copy of the signed approval form to the recipients below. Thank you.

Sincerely,


John Caruano, P.E.
Chief of E&AS

Attachments
cc:	Federal Highway Administration
	Maureen Kelley, Deputy Director Design, DOTS
	Mark Buckalew, Deputy Director Operations & Support, DOTS
	John Caruano, Chief of E&AS, DOTS
	Anna Smith, Environmental Manager, Environmental Stewardship, DOTS
	Wendy March, Environmental Specialist Supervisor, Environmental Stewardship, DOTS
	Insert DelDOT Project Manager	
	Insert DelDOT Project Engineer
	Christine Levely, External Audit Supervisor, OSEC
	Helen Banks, Administrative Specialist III, Engineering Support, DOTS
Finance Team
ROW Team
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SHANTÉ A. HASTINGS	
         Secretary         
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	Project Information

	State Project No: State Project No.
	Federal Project No: Federal Project No.

	Project Title: Project Title

	County: County
	Funding Code: Funding 

	District:  District
	Federal Participating Percentage: Percent

	Project Phase: Project phase
	Section Assigned to: Section assigned to

	Does the project have logical termini and independent utility? Yes/No


CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECKLIST – FHWA Approval

	Estimated Project Cost and Schedule

	Right-of-Way: $ Cost 
	Construction: $ Cost   

	Is the next phase of funding available on the STIP? Yes/No

	Anticipated Start Date of Construction Anticipated start




	Determination 

	Based on the evaluation of this project and the attached documentation, it is determined that the project meets the criteria of and is properly classified as Federal Categorical Exclusion (Class II Action Category 23 CFR 771.117) (Select C or D) (Type what category number). PA


	The project has been reviewed and does not result in significant impacts; however, it exceeds one or more thresholds in Stipulation IV.A.1.b. of the PCE Agreement Between FHWA & DelDOT. (Requires DelDOT and FHWA Signatures).



	General Conditions 
(to be completed by DelDOT ESO)

	|_|   This project has no substantial public or agency controversy on environmental grounds.

	|_|   This project conforms to current CTP, STIP, and TIP.

	|_|   This project has a logical termini and independent utility. 




	Concurrence

	



Recommended by:
	
	



Date: 

	
	Environmental Stewardship Manager, DOTS
	

	



Reviewed by:
	
	



Date:

	
	Chief of Environmental and Administrative Services, DOTS
	

	



Approved by:
	
	



Date:

	
	Delaware Division Administrator (or designee), FHWA
	



Note 1: Per 23 CFR 771.129(c), a re-evaluation may be required if the project is moving into the next major Federal authorization for a project; there are changes in the proposed action that could potentially result in significant effects on the environment, unanticipated impacts have become known, or applicable regulations have changed; or there has been a lapse of time from the approval of the decision document. 

[bookmark: _Hlk154144706]Note 2: Open-end projects with multiple locations will need to have each location cleared.	




Date modified: 05/07/2025		Page 1
	Project Title
	State Project No.

	Purpose: 
Purpose

	Need:
Need

	Existing Conditions:
Existing Conditions

	Project Description / Proposed Conditions:
Project Description/ Proposed Condition

	Alternatives considered (if applicable):
No build or any alternatives considered




Details of Existing / Proposed Conditions

	
	Existing
	Proposed

	Road Name/Bridge Name Road Name/Bridge Name

	Number of Lanes
	X	X
	Type of Lanes:
	X	X
	Lane Width:
	X	X
	Shoulder Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch

	Median Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch

	Sidewalk Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch

	Shared Use Path Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch



	
	Existing
	Proposed

	Road Name/Bridge Name Road Name/Bridge Name

	Number of Lanes
	X	X
	Type of Lanes:
	X	X
	Lane Width:
	X	X
	Shoulder Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch

	Median Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch

	Sidewalk Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch

	Shared Use Path Width:
	X	ft./inch
	X	ft./inch




*For additional design condition tables use the Design Condition Tables form and include as an appendix.  





NEPA Guidebook 2025 Edition	
	Human and Built Environment

	No.
	Resource Area
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	1
	Public Outreach
	Has public outreach occurred?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is there any public controversy?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will public notification and MOT follow the DE MUTCD?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project involve public property? If yes, complete section 9 below.
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Date: Tap to enter a date.

	
		|_|
	Meeting with adjacent Property Owners
	|_|
	No Public Involvement (describe why)
	|_|
	Public Workshop

	|_|
	Virtual Workshop
	
	
	
	




	
	Describe public outreach activities including type of activity, dates, number of participants, and the type of responses from those who attended or commented, such as whether the public feedback was generally in favor of or opposed to the proposed improvements.

Include a statement noting traffic maintenance and public notification requirements will follow the Delaware Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (DE MUTCD).

	2
	Right-of-Way (RW) Requirements
	Does the project require right-of-way acquisition or easements?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project involve relocations?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project involve utility relocations? If yes, describe below.
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Land Use Impacts
	Relocations (#)
	Acquisition (FEE) (# and Acres)
	Permanent (PE) (# and Acres)
	Temporary (TCE) (# and Acres)

	Residential
	X	X	X	X
	Commercial
	X	X	X	X
	Agricultural
	X	X	X	X
	Public
	X	X	X	X
	Other: Explain
	X	X	X	X
	TOTAL
	X	X	X	X

 
Describe the number, land use, and acreage of parcels that require full acquisition, partial acquisition, permanent easement, and/or temporary construction easements, including relocations (summarize in tabular form).  Land use may include residential, commercial, agricultural, public, or other (such as non-profit). Refer to the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended.

	3
	Social Impacts
	Are any community facilities (i.e., schools, churches, recreation facilities) either directly or indirectly impacted?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will the project provide better connections to community facilities/neighborhoods?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Describe the character of the communities within the project area. Identify any changes that may affect connections or access to community facilities or neighborhoods, including other transportation modes (bicycle, pedestrian, bus stops).

	4
	Land Use
	Will the project result in a permanent change in local land use?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Are secondary or indirect effects likely to result from the project (such as reasonably foreseeable increases in growth or population density)?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Describe the land use, including planned developments, and setting within the project area and describe any permanent change in local or regional land use. Consider the master plan for the area and note whether the project is in a designated growth area.  Describe potential secondary or indirect effects that may occur as a result of the project.

	5
	
Economic Impacts


	Will the project temporarily change commercial property access during construction?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will the project permanently change commercial properties after construction?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will the project have any adverse effects on the local, regional, or statewide economy?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Describe any changes in commercial property access during and after construction.  Explain the benefits and impacts of the project on business operations and describe any adverse effects on the local, regional, or statewide economy.

	6
	Modal Impacts
	Can traffic be maintained on site during construction?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will temporary detours impact any of the modes below? (If yes, attach detour plans)
	|_|
	|_|

	
		|_|
	Pedestrian
	|_|
	Bicycle
	|_|
	Transit

	|_|
	Bus Stop
	|_|
	Vehicular
	
	




	
	Include a statement noting traffic maintenance and public notification requirements will follow the Delaware Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (DE MUTCD).  Summarize maintenance of traffic and any requirements for temporary detours during construction. Describe pedestrian, bicycle, and transit or bus stop access changes and detours during construction.  Attach detour plan(s).

	
	
	Will the project cause disproportionate and adverse effects to these populations?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Refer to the EPA's EJSCREEN Mapping Tool (https://ejscreen.epa.gov/mapper/) to identify whether census block groups with high percentages of people of color or high percentages of families with low income are located in the project vicinity. If there are, please attach the EJSCREEN maps and explain the benefits and impacts of the project and whether the negative impacts will cause disproportionately high and adverse effects.

	7
	Cultural Resources
	Will any historic properties be affected?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project fall under the DelDOT Programmatic Agreement with DE SHPO, FHWA, and the ACHP for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	If yes to the PA, which stipulation does the project fall under? Select II or III
	
	

	
	
	Is there potential for impact to archeological resources?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Describe all efforts to document cultural resources, including a summary of the Section 106 process. Information should include all applicable studies, correspondence with SHPO and Federal Tribes.

	8
	Section 4(f)/Section 6(f)
	Are there any publicly owned parks, publicly owned recreational areas, or national wildlife refuge areas within the project APE? If yes, identify resources below.
	 |_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will there be Section 4(f) use of the property? 
	 |_|
	|_|

	
	
	If yes, does the project include a de minimis or programmatic determination?
	 |_|
	|_|

	
	
	If parks or recreational resources are within the potential project impact area, have funds provided through Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act been used to purchase, develop, or buy equipment for the property?
	 |_|
	|_|

	
	Describe all permanent, temporary impacts. If a resource is present but no use is anticipated, describe why there would be no use. If mitigation is incorporated include that information. 

	9
	

Air Quality

	Will the project result in meaningful changes in traffic volumes, vehicular mix, location of existing facilities, or factors that would cause an increase in emissions relative to a no-build alternative? (If no, this project will not generate air quality impacts for the Clean Air Act pollutants and is not linked with any special Mobile Source Air Toxics (MSAT) concerns. Consequently, this project is exempt from an analysis for MSATs.)
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is the project in an Air Quality non-attainment or maintenance area for a National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS)?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is the project included in DelDOT's current Capital Transportation Program? (If yes, this project is exempt from the requirement that a conformity determination be made based upon USEPA Criteria and Procedures for Determining Conformity to State or Federal Implementation Plans of Transportation Plans, Programs and Projects - Final Rule).  
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Plan which includes the project (i.e., DelDOT's FY 2023-2028 CTP / WILMAPCO FY25-28 TIP) Click or tap here to enter text.

	
	Refer to FHWA's Updated Interim Guidance on Mobile Source Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA Documents dated January 18, 2023 to determine if MSATs analysis is required. If the project is not in attainment, explain.  If the project is not included in DelDOT's current Capital Transportation Program, is the project located within a plan that has met the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Criteria and Procedures for Determining Conformity to State or Federal Implementation Plans of Transportation Plans, Programs and Projects – Final Rule?

	10
	Noise
	Which type of Noise project does the project qualify for? Noise project type

	
	
	Effective policy date: Click or tap to enter a date.

	
	
	If this is a Type I project, are there impacts to noise sensitive receptors?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	If there are impacts to noise sensitive receptors, is mitigation feasible and reasonable?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will there be potential for extended work hours during construction?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Noise Report Date: Click or tap to enter a date.

	
	For all projects, reference to FHWA Noise Regulation and DOT noise policy, identify project type. If a noise report was prepared, state that the noise study report is in the technical files; identify all impacts to noise-sensitive land uses, and whether they are due to Noise Abatement Criteria (NAC), substantial increase, or both; summarize conclusions of noise abatement evaluation (including feasibility and reasonable results, public involvement meetings that were held as part of the noise analysis process); identify impacts that will not be mitigated; include statement of likelihood and information for local officials.

	11
	Hazardous Materials
	Does the project involve hazardous materials sites of concern such as potentially contaminated sites or leaking underground storage tanks (LUSTs)?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is a waterway involved that would have any contaminants of concern?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does any material to be removed during construction need special handling?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Date of hazardous materials review: Click or tap to enter a date.     Plan set reviewed: Enter plan set reviewed. 

	
	Describe the date and sources for investigating records of hazardous materials. Describe any potentially contaminated sites and their status, and results of any preliminary site investigations (attach correspondence). Include any recommendations for further investigations or special provisions).

	12
	Other
	
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Add any other pertinent information.



	Natural Environment

	No.
	Resource Area
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	13
	Water Quality
	Does the project adversely affect water quality of lakes, streams, wetlands, etc.?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will there be “significant encroachment” as defined in 23 CFR 650.105 on a 100-year floodplain?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will the E&S control plan provide measures to minimize construction effects upon the watersheds?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is the project located within a Sole Source Aquifer, of the type requiring review by the USEPA?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	       If yes, has the project received a favorable response from USEPA’s  
       review?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will the project add or change resources (i.e. stormwater BMPs), if yes, describe below?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Describe any work that will occur in a floodplain.  Include what type of floodplain that is identified on any floodplain mapping. Include a statement noting the project will follow all DNREC Stormwater and Sediment regulations.

	14
	Wetlands / Streams
	Are there streams or wetlands in the area?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Was a wetland/stream delineation or desktop review performed?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project impact streams or wetlands?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is mitigation required?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	       U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	       DNREC?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project affect a federal Wild and Scenic River?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Date delineation or desktop review was performed: Click or tap to enter a date.

	
	Describe the amount of impacts and who the regulatory agency is for those impacts.  Also include any open water impact descriptions.  If mitigation is required, describe the anticipated mitigation totals and/or ratios. If offsite mitigation is being used, include a map showing the project site and mitigation location.

	15
	Farmland
	Are there prime or important farmland soils impacted by this project as defined by the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA)?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will this project convert farmland to nonagricultural uses?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	If farmland is present, is the farmland protected under Ag Preservation?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Describe any impacts to farmland and/or Wild and Scenic Rivers.

	[bookmark: _Hlk197005056]16
	Other
	
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Any other pertinent information.










	Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species Coordination

	No.
	Resource Area
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	17
	U.S. Fish & Wildlife Endangered Species Act (ESA)
 
AND

DNREC Fish & Wildlife
	Have rare, threatened, or endangered species or habitat been identified in the project area (including migratory birds, fisheries etc.)?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Have Bald or Golden Eagles been identified in the project area?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is there potential for impact to any rare, threatened, or endangered species or habitat?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Will time of year restrictions (TOYR) or mitigation measures be required? (If yes, add detail below)
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Date of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) IPaC: Click or tap to enter a date. 
Date of USFWS Determination: Click or tap to enter a date. 
Date of Delaware Department of Natural Resources (DNREC) Determination: Click or tap to enter a date. 

	
	Describe what species were identified on the queries and what each time of year restriction is required.  If there is additional information given for TOYR, include also.

	18
	NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) Essential Fish Habitat (EFH)
	Was the project covered by a Programmatic Agreement?   
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	If no, did the project require formal consultation with NMFS?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Document the consultation efforts, including what species were identified, any conservation recommendations, time of year restrictions, etc.

	19
	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Endangered Species Act (ESA)
	Was the project covered by a Programmatic Agreement?  
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	If no, did the project require formal consultation with NOAA?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Document the consultation efforts, including what species were identified, any conservation recommendations, time of year restrictions, etc.

	20
	Other
	 
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Any other pertinent information.




















	Permit/ Regulatory Agency Coordination

	No.
	Resource Area
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	21
	U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
	Does the project require a USACE Individual Section 404 Permit?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project require a USACE Section 10 Permit?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Is a Nationwide Permit required? Type in the Nationwide
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Include any comments if a project requires a Preconstruction notification.

	22
	DNREC Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)
	Does the project require Coastal Zone Management Act concurrence?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Include information detailing why concurrence will be required.

	23
	DNREC Water Quality Certification (WQC)
	Does the project require Water Quality Certification?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Include a statement that details the issuance of WQC when using certain Nationwide Permits.

	24
	DNREC Wetlands and Waterways Section (WWS)
	Does the project require a Wetlands and Subaqueous Lands Section (WLSL) permit?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project fall into a special exemption? Select one 

	
	Include any additional information that will be relevant to the permit, for example watershed acreage.  This information will validate which special exemption is being used.

	25
	U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
	Was a bridge questionnaire completed?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	
	Does the project require a USCG permit?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Reference coordination level, i.e. advanced approval, permit, etc.

	26
	New Castle County
	Does the project require a floodplain permit?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Include information detailing why a New Castle County floodplain permit is required.

	27
	City of Wilmington
	Does the project require a City of Wilmington floodplain permit?
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Include information detailing why a City of Wilmington floodplain permit is required.

	28
	Other
	
	|_|
	|_|

	
	Any other pertinent information.




















Appendices (include as applicable)

· Location map showing project limits
· Plan cover sheet and image of typical section (s)
· Construction Plan Sheets
· Regulatory/ resource agency comments (USFWS and DNREC)
· Cultural Resources documentation including Federal Tribal coordination, Memorandum of Agreements
· Hazardous materials coordination
· Detour Plan
· Relevant images
· Other
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